ore the Right Worſhipful the 


CHAMBER, 


. 


A. the 6, 1723 


= au * 7 


Being the Anniverſary of the DE- 
FIVE RANCE of that City from the 
Ns race Vick, in the Reign 


rinte for E DWA K D ScORE 
NATHANAEL THORN, Bod ſellers 
in Exon, 1723. 


' 


_— 


** co. ont. 


— 


K —„— 


A 


* 


„r „ 


— 


— 


* 
* 
W coves 
; | 
if * . 
4 i 
. HE LW *. 
%. 
; : " 
Ss. ; f 
* 
* 
is 3 ——ç— 
4 2 
E 
* 
* 
CY 
—_ 
a 4 
: 
: 
* 
5 
A 
* * 
: 
* 
2 
* 
33 
. > 
[ng 
— 4 
; — 
g< #8 3 : 


4 


* 


— s 
" 2 * 
E ” — 
hs 
<< 
4 
* 
* 
$6 
— £ 


I\ 


. 5 2 


wy 
— 
i+% 
— 
n 
- 
* 
- 
, — 
* 
7 
3 


„ 


4# 
* 
4 
1 
* 
* — 
7 
* 
1 
% 
he ay 
S294 


1 


* 
_— 


* 
IS 


1 


— — . 


1 


A S -W tte. ta 


— E att 


10 the Right Worſhipful 


[homas Salter, Eq; | 
* A * E R, 


The Worlbipfl * 


1 


= 


ALDERMEN and COMMON-COUNCIL 
Of the CITY of 


Nis DISCOURSE 5 Is ; with all Hu- 
* and Gratiende Dedicated, by 


Tbeir . loft Obedient, and 
Moſt Oblig'd, 
Humble Servant, | 


JohN FISHER. 


* 


* 


1 


ies 


= 
5 
2 
- * 
2 
* 
* * 
* 
1 
W = < 
5 5 
- 
o 
» oe, 
7 
-— 5 
_— TO. * 
n 


8 
* 


50 


1 


— 
* 
— 
a 
* „ 
„ 
_—_ 
* wy 
2 
* 2 
». 
8 
Fj 


2 
* — 
At 
— — 
* 
— 
of 
- * 
74 
. 
* 
* 
— 


* 
* 
- 1 . 
* 4- 
* _ 
Fo * 
124 
1 
* 4 
* 
— 
* 
83 
* * 
* — 


PSALM xxx. ver. 5. 
for his Anger endureth but a Moment ;, in 
bis Favour is Life: Weeping may en- 
dure for a Night, but Joy cometh in the | 
Morning, 1 3 


HERE is nothing in the whole 
compaſs of our Religion ſo ama- 
Zing, as the Love of God, mani- 
feſted in the Redemption of his 
People. That Man ſhould at firſt 
be created out of nothing, endued with a Liberty 
of Acting, and all other Qualifications of a ra- 
tional Creature; and after (by an Abuſe of this 
Liberty) having introduc'd Sin and Death into 
the Werld, he ſhould not continue an eternal 
Object of God's Diſpleaſure, but be put into a 
Method of obtaining future Favours; are Things 
equally miraculous and ſurpriſi ng. 

When our firſt Parents had broken their Cove- 
nant, and forfeited Paradiſe and Immortality, they. * 
became Children of * and Diſobedience 881 4 

— : Od, i 


—— 


(62) 


God, who will not always be chiding, and keepet} 
not his Anger for ever, was pleaſed to ſhew hin- 
ſelf a Compaſhonate Father, rather than an Angry 
Judge, and propoſed a Remedy, ev'n before he 
had pronounced Sentence: He uſher'd in Jude. 
ment with Mercy, and ſoften d the Condemng- 
tion with a Covenant of Grace. Since that origj. 
nal Corruption, we have contracted a multitude 
of actual Sins, and drawn out the Catalogue to an 
infinite length. In ſhort, nothing can be ſo Aſto- 
niſhing as the Sins we have committed againſt Hea- 
ven, but the Bleſſings we hourly receive from 
thence ; and the Burthen of them would be in- 
tolerable here, were it not for the Mercy we ex- 
pect hereafter : For we have nothing to ſupport 
us under the leaſt Misfortune, but the Hopes of 
ſome ſucceeding Joy; neither could we comfort 
our ſelyes under the Preſſure of an anxious State, 
were it not for the Proſpect of a bleſſed Futurity, 
This Life is a Mixture of Happineſs and Miſe- 
ry, Pleaſure and Pain; and it ſo happens in this 
our imperfect State, that the one is, as it were, 
the Baſis and Foundation of the other: The Idea 
of Pleaſure, is founded on that of Pain; and a 
true Senſe of Happineſs, on a well - grounded Ex- 
perience of Troubles and Calamities. Miſeryis 
the natural Reſult of our Tranſgreſſions, but Hap- 
pineſs is the Effect of Grace; the one, is Merit; 
the other, the Gift of God. . 
Tis no ſmall Satisfaction, amidſt the uncaly 

' Paſſages of Life, that we are led, as it were, by 
the Hand into that glorious Path of 155 

0 | which 


(3 


vhich the Depravity of our Nature would in- 
dine us to deviate from; and tho Heavineſs may i 
eidure for a Night, yet the Morning dawns with a | 
nore agreeable Proſpect, and brings along with it 
z pleaſant Remembrance of former Sorrows. We 
have Favours beſtow'd upon us for the Accep- 
ance, and there ſeems to be nothing wanting to 
mke us happy here, and hereafter, but our own 
Conſent, He alone that gave us our Being, can 
nd will preſerve it to us; for every thing that is 
&firable, muſt proceed from him who is the 
Princip le of Life and Breath, and all Things. 
Ind this is what the Holy Pſalmiſt urges, as a 
Reaſon why we ſhould commemorate the Divine 
lenefits with Praiſe and Thankſgiving : Sing unto 
e Lord, O ye Saints of his ! and give Thanks at 
he Remembrarice of his Holineſs For his Anger 
Wedureth but 4 Moment; in his Favour is Life. 
eeping may endure for a 'N; wht, but Foy cometh in 
- te Morning. In Diſcourſing « on theſe Words, I 
Wall endeavour, 


L To prove the Sal podle That God is ſome- 
times Angry z and then ſhew, how Anger 
N. can be aſcribed to God. 


IL 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew the Ae and 
Clemency of God, in that his Anger en- 
dureth but a Moment. 


ll. The Conſequence of being in Favour with 
God; z in his Favour is Life. 


B 2 IV. That 


(+) 


VV. That the Means which God is pleaſed t 
make uſe of to bring us to Happineſs, are, 
Troubles and Afflictions: Weeping may endure 
for a Night,” but Joy cometh in the Mornin, 


- Laſtly, 1 ſhall draw ſome Inferences from the 
Whole, ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion, and 
To conclude, | RENT 
. Firſt, then, I am to prove the Suppoſition, 
That God is ſometimes Angr . 
If we look into the ſecret Receſſes of our 
Thoughts with an impartial Eye, and view the 
hidden Depravities that lodge within us ; if we 
conſider the Jrregularity of our Deſires, and the 
Unlawfulneſs of our Actions, the numberleſs De- 
viations from our Duty, the Odium we have 
thrown upon God, and the Scandal upon his Holy | 
| Religion, we ſhall find but little Trouble in pro- 
ving this: For if the God whom we adore 1s 
Omniſcient, Omnipreſent, and Incomprehenſbble, 
and not a Stock or a Stone, a Being ſenſeleſs and 
inanimate, as is the-Intereſt of ſome to repreſent M 
him; if he knows our Down-ſitting and our Up- 
riſing, and underſtandeth our Thoughts long be. 
fore; if he is Infinite, Eternal, a Being of all 
poſſible Perfections ; in ſhort, if he is what he l 
he can't bur be offended at the daring Inſolence i 
Duſt and Aſhes; for the moſt perfect Being, is 
ways liable to the moſt Wrong and Injury : And 
this is not an Imperfection, but the greateſt Ex- 


cellence 3 for Wrong is an Injury or Injuſtice * 


/ 


(5 


W to a Perſon contrary to his Deſert, and is aggrava- 


ted according to the Merit of the Perſon wrong'd or 
inur diz ſo that the fartheſt Remove from Imper- 
ſection, is always liable to the greateſt Injuries 
and Aﬀronts. . wy 


This, indeed, is a ſtrange Doctrine to an Epicu- 
rean, who thinks God has nothing to do with" | 


the Aﬀairs of Men, and who has no other No- 
tion of a Deity, than that of being ſupinely idle 
and at eaſe ; who ſhuts up Omnipreſence in the 


Heavens, whom the Heaven of Heavens cannot 


contain z who limits out the Dimenſions of In- 
finity, and circumſcribes the Author of his Being: 


but to a Chriſtian, who knows the Sin and Impu- 
rity of his own Breaſt, and has a better Scheme 


to walk by than the fancied Whims of Epicurus, 


evn the Certainty of Divine Revelation, it cant 


be ſtrange nor inconſiſtent, but agreeable to all 


his other Principles which he does profeſs ; for 
God being moſt Perfect and Excellent in his Na- 
ture, and therefore infinitely removed from all 
_ Impurity, can't be pleaſed or delighted with Sin, 
without ceaſing to be, and deſtroying his very | 
Efſence. Hence it is, we read of God's diſtri- 
buting Sorrows in his Anger; and, Rom. 1. 18. 
tis ſaid, The Wrath of God is reveal d from Hea- 
ven againſt all Ungodlineſs, and Unrighteouſneſs of I 


Men, who hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. Nay, 
we read, that the very Choſen People of God pro- 
vok'd him in the Wilderneſs, and grieved him in the 
Deſart ; therefore was the Wrath of the Lord fi 
kindled againſt his People, inſomuch that he ny 
— re 4 | 


1 


1 
red his own Inheritance. And David faith, Pf. vi. 
13, 14. God is angry with tht Wicked every Day; 
if be turn not, he will whet his Sword; he hath 
ent his Bom: he hath alſo prepared for him the ln. 
ſtruments of Death. But then Anger, as it is in God, 


cauſe nothing muſt be aſcribed to God incon- 
fiſtent with his other Attributes, but in a meta- 
phorical Senſe, as it bears in the Effect of it ſome 
| Analogy and Reſemblance to Anger in Man; and 
ſo all other Paſſions, that are attributed unto God, 
muſt be underſtood. „% i 
For ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, are only adapted 
to the weakneſs of our Underſtandings; our finite 
Capacities are contracted to a very ſmall Extent, 
therefore God has been graciouſly pleaſed to draw 
a. Cloud over the Brightneſs of his Glory, and 
condeſcended to be deſcribed by ſuch Properties, 
as we our ſelves are, in ſome degree, poſſeſs'd of. 
Not that God is made up of Attributes and Pro- 
perties as we are, or that they are in them- 


there is nothing in God, which is not God him- 


ſelf; but they lie diſtingwiſh'd only in our Minds, 
in order to be more agreeably ſuited to our Con- 


ceptions: For God 1s the moſt ſimple, uncom- 


pounded Being, who is not circumſcribed by | 
Place, neither included within it, nor excluded 
without it; whoſe Wiſdom is not different from 


his Juſtice, nor his Juſtice from his Power, nor his 
Power from his Mercy; and whoſe Wiſdom, 
ſuſtice, Power and Mercy, are not different from 

| : . | him- 


"muſt not be underſtood literally as a Paſſion, be. 


| ſelves diſtinguiſhable from each other, becauſe 


(7) 
linſelf'z who (as we apprehend Things) is nei- 
her Subſtance nor Accident, Matter nor Form, 
(uantity nor Quality; whoſe Subject, Attributes, 
nd Properties are entirely the ſame ; who is 
inited to no Time, and yet is in all Times; 
bo is Omnipreſent without Parts, and Immenſe 
 Writhout Extenſion, 5 W 
Indeed, there can be no ſuch Thing as a poſi- 

ive Knowledge of God, to be had by a finite 
leing, becauſe there is an infinite Diſproportion 
letween the Object and the Underſtanding; all 
hat we know of him is negative and confuſed; 
V removing all Deſects and Imperfections, we 
Winow that he is the moſt perfect Being, or ra- 
ler, that he is not imperfect. We ſay, that he 
J: without Bounds, upon which account we call 
lim Infinite ; that he is without Beginning or 
Ind, therefore we call him Eternal ; that he is 
tom no other Being, hence ariſes the Idea of Self- 
aiſtence : but to know what he is, is impoſſible 
nd contradictory; here our Knowledge muſt 
krminate, our eager Enquiries muſt ſtop here; 
lie Curtain is drawn, and all behind is inac- 
&lible, - Ti OR 
We may frame to our ſelves as many ſtrange 
© conceptions of Infinity as we pleaſe, and flatter 
dur ſelves we have a great deal of Knowledge, 
ouch'd under a negative Expreſſion; we may 
urniſh out an imaginary Deity, with inſignifi- 
ent Definitions, and a Jargon of unintelligible 
erms z but how much nearer ſhall we approach 
lin by ſuch dark Deſcri; tions? How can we ſay 
any 


P 


RS... Key. 

any thing of God, without derogating from his 
Majeſty 2 Or how can we pretend to deſcribe 
him, without being impertinent? God is not any 
Thing that falls under our manner of-conceiving; 
all that the Sum of our niceſt Specuſations 3. 
mounts to, is only this, That God is; the reſt js 
not reconcilable to Human Nature, but is beſt 
known by him who is. 


- Secondly, 1 am to ſhew the Mercy and Cle. 
mency of God, in that his Anger  endureth but 
2 Moment. The Wrath and Anger of God, is 
"rightly ſaid to be of ſo ſhort Continuance, in 
compariſon to his Mercy, which knows no 
Bounds, and of which our Exiſtence is a con- 
tinual Token and Remembrance. We can't lift 
up our Voices to ſing of the Loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord, without feeling the Effects of it: Every 
Moment of our Lives is accompanied with freſh Þ 
Inſtances, and while we now think upon it, num- 
berleſs Examples are preſented-to our View ; for 
'tis of his Mercy alone, that we are not con- 
God does not enter into Judgment with his 
Servants, nor take Delight in Puniſhing his Crea- 
tures ; and were we to be reclaimed by the gentle 
Methods of Love and Kindneſs, he would deal 
with us no other way; For he does not aſſlid wil. 

 wngly, nor grieve the Children of Men. But when | 
all the ſoothing Terms of Love and Compaſſion 
will not prevail, when we abuſe his Patience 


and Long - ſuffering, and make a Jeſt of the Offer 
+ 7:1 0 


(9) 


Wiſpleafure, and the Wrath of the Lord is kin- 
dled againſt us ; yet -ev'n then, with what Re- 


| | 

, l&aricy does he pronounce Judgment? and how 
1 ort is the Continuance of his Severity? How 
is % give thee up, Ephraim? How ſpall I deliver 


thee, Iſrael? Mine Heart is turned within ne, and 


lle is indeed a God to whom Vengeance belong- 


a the God of Juſtice, yet is he not the God of 
ic WY Mercy too ? He knows whereof we are made, and 
in MW rmembers that we are but Duff,  ' © 
5 A very remarkable Inſtance of the Mercy of 
1- Cod, may be ſeen, in the Deliverance he was plea- 
ſt el to vouchſafe this City, from the Hands of its 
of Wi cruel and malicious Enemies, which we are now 
„ rt together to commemorate with the joyful 
h WW Tribute! of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. God was 
1- WY leaſed: (for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf) to 
or luffer it to be Beſieged by barbarous and feſtleſs 
N- Men,” whoſe Religion naturally leads them into 
action, and not only perſwades, but commands 
is hem to be Rebels; yet if we conſidet how ſoon 
a- liey were routed and diſpers'd, and by how 
1c tall a Number of Men, we muſt confeſs that 
al the Stars in their Courſes fought againſt them, 
-. nd God was not unmindful of his Promiſe which 
en de made to our Fore-fathers, Five of Joi ſhall 
on chaſe an Hundred, and an Hundred ſball put Ten 
ce Dborſand to Flight, and your Enemies ſball fall be- 
= ſore you by the Sword, 
0 : — 


8 C We 


Iif Grace, then it is ue draw npon us the Divine 


y Repentings are kindled together, Hof. xi. 8. 


eh, but yet he is a tender Father; and tho he is 
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. (10) 
Me are very often offended at the Proceeding 
of Providence, and very uneaſy and dejected under 
the leaſt Affliction, tho it endureth but a Mone: 
whereas. did we but take a few Circumſtances 
along with us, did we conſider the Shortneſs of 
its Duration, and the Horror of our own Cuilt 
we ſhould find we have deſerved much grenzte 
Severities, and a longer Puniſhment. But the 
Misfortune is, we are very partial Judges in our 
own Cauſe; we are always complaining about the 
Evils of Life, but never conſider the Bleſing MW 
we continually receive, as Health, Food, Ra- WF" 
ment, Gc.; whereas God hath ſet the one over - 
againſt the other, that Man ſhould find nothing L 
after him, eo tial} 97 +1 n | 

| Indeed, we ſcarce know the Benefit of any one 
Thing we enjoy, till we come to be deprived of ' 
it; for Example, the Bleſſing of Children, which | 
is not the leaſt among the. Comforts and Sat- 
factions of Life, is very often miſconſtrued, by 
the Narrowneſs of our Fortunes, and the Cares 
of the World; and we cheat our ſelves into an 
Opinion, that they are only ſo many Burthens 
and Incumbrances upon us: but when they 9 
hence, and are no more ſeen, they leave behind 
them a melancholy Remembrance of our once 
neglected Happineſs; Paternal Affection rectifies 
the Miſtake, and we cry over them, as David over Wi 

his Son Abſalom, O, my Son Abſalom ! my Son ! WM 
my Son Abſalom! would God J had died for 11, i 
O Abſalom ! my Son! my Son! _ ; 


Man 


= ) 
Man is, indeed, the ſublimeſt Part of the 
Krcation's he has received the greateſt Bleſ- 
fines, and is the moſt capable of ſetting a pro- 
er Eſtimate upon them; but Man is regardleſs 
nd unthankful, inſenſible of his own Good, and 
that true and perfect Happineſs, which he 
pretends is the End of all his Endeavours to 
dan. 
If God ſpe as to us in Thunder, we tremble g 
Id are Aid : if, to ſooth us with the more ö 
gentle Methods of his Love, he ſpeaks-with a i 
il Voice, we grow diſdainful and imperious5 | 
ul tho! neither the threatning Precepts of the 
, nor the milder Perſwaſions of the Goſpel, 
e any Effect upon us, yet to the Lord our 
Gd belong Mercies and Forg! weneſſes ; though we 
hure rebelled againſt him; and have not obeyed 
the Voice of the Lord our God; zo walk 1 in his Laws 
b be hath ſet before us. | 
The Mercy of God is ſo pathetically deſcribd 
b us, that one would think all his other At- 
tibutes were ſwallowed up in that: Tis faid 
Wo bethat wherein he takes Delight, Micah vii. 18. 
Mo is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth Ini- 
(ity, and paſſeth by the Tranſereſſ lon of the Rem- 
unt of bis Heritage? he retameth not his Anger 
Wor ever, becauſe he dehghteth in Mercy. And he 
Win another Place called, The Father of all Mer- 
blen: The Greatneſs of it we have deſcribed in 
the 108th Pſalm, For thy Mercy is great above 
lle Heavens, and thy Truth reacheth unto the [ 
dude and che Extenſiveneſs of it in Pſa. cxlv. 9. | 
9 9 L 


| (12) 
His Merey is oven all his Works. And the Holy i 
Pſalmiſt, when he would ſnew the Reaſonable. 
neſs of Religion, which is often underſtood bi 
this Phraſe, - Fearing Gad, founds it upon Mercy, 
Fon there is Mercy with thee, therefore ſ11l; 
IIhhis is the God whom we adore, and this 
his Goodneſs and Complacency, which if we 

will endeavour: to injitate in our Lives, we ſhall 
undoubtedly receive thoſe Bleſſings which are {ff 
often ſaid in Scripture to be the Conſequence of 
it. We preſume ſometimes to imitate God in 
thoſe) Attributes, which are inimitable in their 
Natures, and incommunicable to us; ſuch as his 
Infinity, Omnipotenoe, &. But why dont ve 
endeavout to imitate him in thoſe which are com- 
municable to us, and are proper Patterns for our 
Imitation? The ſormer is indeed impracticable; 
but we may in ſome good meaſure ſtudy the 
latter. Tho*we can't be Infinite, Omnipotent, Ge. 
2 may be Good, Mertiful, and Benevolert; 
but we are uneaſy at each other 's Happinels, in- 
placable, ſtudious of Revenge; we are void of 

Pity and Compaſſion, and, what is moſt amazing, 
we don't ſnew that Mercy to others, which we 
expect to receive our ſelves; We are angry, and 
the Sun goes down; it riſes and ſets again, and 
ſtill our Anger remains; tho' in him who is in- 
finitely provoked to it, it endureth but a Moment. 
Upon the Whole, then, 'Tis better ro fall into 1h? 
Handi of God, than into the Hands of Men; #0! 
as his Majeſty is, ſo is his Mero. 

IS : LY Third. 7 


080 


Dinh 1 am to o ew the Conſequence of be- 
ing in Favour with God. And here let us conſi- 
der, Firſt, What we are to do, to obtain his Fa- 
vour 3 and this, we ſhall find, is not by impoſing |} 
upon our ſelves any grievous Hardſhips and Se- 
_—_ or by obſerving any new Precepts, or | 
— 81 ng any other Duties which were not en⸗ 

n'd dere; but only by doing what we have 
ig our felves to do, by ratifying our Baptiſmal | 
Covenant, and being Chriſtians in reality, as we | 
knowledge our ſelves to be by Profeſſion. In 
ſhort; tis nothing but obſerving the agreeable 
Duties of Religion; For what does the Lord thy 
God require of thee, but to do Juſtiy, to love 
Mercy, and to walk Humbly with th; God And 
what is all this, but what we ſhould obſerve, 
whether there was any Covenant, Contract, or 
Obligation at all? For tis very conſiſtent with 
Reaſon, and conducive: to our Happineſs here, 
and hereafter. How eaſy then is it to gain the 
Favour of God, when tis done by acting up to i 
the Perfection of our Nature, and according to 
the Dictates of right Reaſon. 
Having thus conſider d how the Favour of. 
God. is to be obtain d, we are in the next place 
to confider the Conſequence: of it. Solomon, in | 
his Deſcription of an Earthly Prince, ſays, In the 
Light of the King's Countenance is Life, and his | 
Favour is as a Cloud of the latter Ram. How } 
much more, then, ſhall the King of Kings be a a 
Rewarder of them that fear him? Godlineſs it 
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proſtable unto all Things, having the Promiſe 9 

pros fe that now ic, 5 of u is to * 
As for this Life, it improves our Underſtandings, 
and rectifies our Wills, ſubdues our Luſts, and 
moderates our Paſſions, purifies our Bodies, and 
refines our Souls ; it conduces to the publick In- 
tereſt, and the private Good, to the regulating 
our ſelves, and the well- governing of others, to 
the Proſperity of States and Kingdoms, and the 
Peace and Tranquility of ſingle Perſons. As for 
that which is to come, it works out for us an ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory: And this 
| has no leſs Foundation than the Veracity of God, 
| which can't be defective, if we conſider, that God 
is Infinite in Knowledge, and therefore can't po- 
ſibly be deceived himſelf; Infinite in Goodneſs, 

and therefore will not deceive others; and lInfi- 
| nite in Power, and therefore is able to do all 
Things: Not that this Extenſiveneſs of Power 
can de ſaid to reach to any Thing contrary to his 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, or any other of his Perfections; 
for all manner of Contradictions, i. e. thoſe that are 
| ſimply and abſolutely ſuch, as for God to Lie, c. 
| are entirely ſtruck off from Power, becauſe the 
Object of Power is every Thing poſlible ; and 
tie greater the Impoſſibility is in the Thing, the 
| more muſt it be removed from the Limits of 

r = 3 1 

But if we can't bring our ſelves to the Perfor- 
mance of Religious Duties, out of Inclination 
and Choice, yet we ought to do jt out of a Prin- 
ciple of Self. intereſt. What Reward can we pro- 


| poſe 
| F 


(615) A 
poſe to our ſelves by being Slaves to the World? | 
Or what Enjoy ments have we that are commen- 
ſutate to the Pain and Trouble we undergo in 
this Life? Happineſs is indeed what we are all 
naturally deſirous of, but what we have of it in 
this Life is improperly called ſo; yet we are 
pleaſed with the Miſtake, and hug the Cheat 
with Satisfaction and Delight : How ſhall we be 


Happineſs in a proper Senſe, infinite in Degree, | 
and infinite in Duration ? OY f 
*Tis agreeable to all the common Senſe and 
Reaſon in the World, To fix our Hopes where 
we are ſure of ſome Dependance: But when the 
Things of this Life draw to a Concluſion, when | 
the Scene is ſhifted, the Faſhion of this World 
altered, and all Things are cloſed up in Death, 
where are our Hopes? What is our Dependance? 
But if our Hopes are fix d upon a proper Ob- 
ect, and our Dependance is built upon a good | 
Foundation, when theſe Houſes of Clay ſhall be 
diſolved, we ſball have Habitations not made with |} 
Hands, Eternal in the Heavens. Y 

Beſides, in this Life, our Underſtandings, at 
beſt, are contracted to a narrow Compaſs, and | 
our Judgments weak and imperfect : Tis with 

Pain and Difficulty we are brought to under- | 
ſtand any thing of an abſtracted Nature; our 
Reaſon is not calculated to apprehend Things ſo 
large and extenſive, we are crampt in our En- 
quiries, and bounded in our Conceptions. Look 
where we pleaſe, we ſee inſuperable Difficulties, 

1 1 


delighted then with the New Jeruſalem, where is i 


8 5 
the Object is not proportion'd to the Under. 


| ſtanding, and Infinites ſurround us on every 
ſide. Our own Compoſition is a Myſtery to us, 
and ſo is almoſt every Thing elſe, ſuch is our 
Condition in this Life: but when we have ſhaken 
off Mortality, and the Incumbrances of the Na. 
tural Body, we ſhall ſee Things as they are in 
| themſelves, and not be deceived by the falſe Glass 
of Error. No Ignorance ſhall: cloud the Under. 
| ſtanding, no Vice diſturb the Will, nor any Senſe | 
of Guilt diſtra& the Conſcience z then the Rigb- 

| geous ſhall have his Reward, and the Pure in Heart 
Pall ſee God. No Cares ſhall moleſt our Thoughts 
| nor Troubles ſour our Enjoyments ; -nothing but 
| Love ſhall poſſeſs our Souls, and Gratitude em- 
| Ploy our Tongues : But this is a ſmall Part of 
| the Happineſs of a future State; the reſt, tis to 
| be hoped, we ſhall be able one Day to deſcribe 
| with Pleaſure. This, then, is the Conſequence 
of being in Favour with God; how great is the 
| Reward, and how eaſy are the Means to obtain 
it? We undergo greater Hardſhips than any Du- 
ties which Religion enjoyns, only to obtain 2 
Trifle ; and yet for the Performance of an eaſy 
Task, we have an Eternal Reward. The greateſt 
| of our Worldly Expectations muſt terminate on 
| this fide the Grave, but thoſe that have God 
| for their Object, will have Heaven for their 
| Fruition ; for he will ſhew us the Path of Life: 
In his Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and at his Right 
Hand are Pleaſures for. evermore., | 
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I pleaſed to make uſe of to bring us to Happi- 
gels, are, Troubles and Aictions. God has been 
leaſed, out of his infinite Love to Mankind, to 
der, That the Way to Happineſs ſhall be thro? 
Ihe Vale of Miſery; and gives us ſome flight 
Puniſhment in this World, to ptevent Eternal 
Wrath in the next: And yet how often is this 
niſunderſtood by us? And becauſe we can't ſee 
the End and Defign of Things, how ſoon are we 
pt to call it Injuſtice and Severity? 
ate, full of Labyrinths and Perplexities; and 
ye are never led into ſo many Errors and Miſtakes, 
6s when we endeavour to find out thoſe untrodden 
Paths, and trace the Foot-ſteps of the Almighty 


Waters, and his Foot-ſteps are not known. There 
b ſomething in our Natures that makes us uneaſy 
n every State and Condition of Life; in Adver- 
ity, we are murmuring and complaining; in 
Proſperity, we are haughty and arrogant; as if 


vas an unjuſt Impoſition : but in the End, no- 


David ſays, It 1s good for me that I have been 
aſlicted, that I mig ht learn thy Statutes : And in 


but now have I kept thy Word. Thus the Chil- 
iren of Iſrael, whom God had in a wonderful 
manner preſerved in the Wilderneſs, wher 12 
l 8 2 Js 


Jam to ſhew, That the Means God 


The Ways of Providence are dark and intri- ; 


for his Way is in the Sea, and his Path in the great 


we were entitled to the latter, and the former 


mother Place, Before I was afficted, I went wrong, 


thing will work upon us ſo much as Afflict ions. 
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made ſor Man, nor furious Anger for him that is 


Good. Puniſhment will awaken us into a ſeri- 


e 2 woe 


had eaten and were full, remembred not his Hand 
nor the Day when he deliver d them fromthe Ene: 

But when the Wrath of God came upon then 
then they ſought him, and they returned and en- 
quired early after God; and they remembred 
that God was their Rock, 1 the high God thei 
Redeemer. We muſt know the; want. of Eat 
and Content, before we ſhall be brought to a 1 it; 
and we muſt be deprived of Happineſs, before we 
ſhall be in the Mind to pray for it. A lingring 
Diſtemper, very often brings that Man to a true 
Senſe of his Buty y, Whom all the Comforts, of 
Life, cannot prevail upon. Diſeaſes are our uſeful 
Monitors ; they ſerve to bring down, our aſpiring 
Thoughts, and to let us know, that Pride was not 


born of a Woman ; and however impatient we 
may be under God's Viſitations, yet 'tis very ob- 
vious and plain, that our Afflictions are founded 
upon the Love and Compaſſion of God, and that 
he ſhews his Mercy to us, ev'n in making us 
Miſerable. 
There are many Things which are in them- 
ſelves Evil; yet, by Accident, they prevent 
| e Evils, and become good and profitable to 
The Afflictions of God, are in themſelves 
Fil z yet they are uſeful, in preventing the 
greater Evil of Sin, which is a moral Evil; and, 
as a Conſequence of that, procure us the areateſt 


_ ous Conſideration of our eternal Welfare, and 
ſtrike out thoſe deceitful Images and Notion of 
| | Inge 
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Cod did not ſometimes deal roughly with us, and 
mke us feel the Rod of Afiiction, we ſhould” 


iy ather think there was no God at all, or that 
ir WMlighteouſneſs and Judgment was not the Habita- 
iſe im of bis Seat; and this is true, whether we 
it: oder it in a general or particular Senſe. What 
ue ation is there that ſeeks after Righteouſneſs, till! 
nent is gone abroad in the Earth? Or what 
ve berſon is there that looks after the Things that be- 


ug to His Peace, before they are well nigh hid; 


il en bis Eyes 2 We are taught to be Compaſſio- 
ns nt, by ſuffering Loſſes and Misfortunes ; to be 
ot Lieral'to the Poor, by Hardſhips and Calamities, 


ve ſuficient-Share of Miſery our Selves. But what 
b- ir Troubles? What are Sorrows? What are 

ed fortunes 2 when they ſhall be turned into Foy, 

at mdour: Foy no Man taketh from us. How plea- 
us bat will it be to ſow in Tears, when we are ſure 

b rea in oy? n. AAUTT OROTGS: 

n- Another Life will clear up the Difficulties of 
nt 


u | 5 f 80 * 
this, and ſhew' us an eaſy Method of e 
the various Proceedings of Providence; twil 


* 


es make us ſenſible of the numberleſs Miſtakes wg 
he WW fie impoſed upon our ſelves, and the raſh and 

d, WF conſiderate Imputations of Severity and Injuſtice 
ſt ve have all along thrown upon God. Wal 
i lien ee the Harmony and Agreement of the pre: 
d ſent leeming Contradictions, and enjoy the lea- 
of uc and Satisfaction that will ariſe from ür pre- 
85 5 


IThings, which a State of Affluence and Eaſe 
night have imprinted upon our Minds: for if 


ad to ſhew Mercy to all Men, by undergoing à 


Mut D 2 1 ſent | 


n 


ſent Misfortunes,z we ſhall diſcover the infinite tien 
| Wiſdom of God, in diſpoſing the different Kind 
of Puniſhmentssz we ſhall ſee his Juſtice, Good.] 
neſs and Mercy, that have given us ſuch Uneaſ. 
 . neſs and Offence z and all our ſurpriſing Para 
doxes wall appear to be plain and manifeſt Truths; 
In ſhort; we ſhall ſee Things in a different Light 
and ge the Eyes of a more exalted Underſtand- 
ing; and we ſhall find, to. our unſpeakable Com- 
fort, that God, who has brought forth. his Peopls 
with Joy, and his Choſen with Gladneſs, will, ac- 
- cording. to his Promile, reward our momentary 
- Miſery with eternal Happineſs; For à ſmall Ho- 
ment have 1 forſaken thee, but with great Merciesy 
will I gather thee ;, in a little Wrath I hid my act 
= from thee for a Moment, but with everlaſting Kind 
nf. will I have Mercy. on thee, ſaith the Lord thy 
 Redeemer,, V I 


ee h 
rences from the Whole, ſuitable to the preſent 


Occaſion, and ſo Conclude. 


| Þ ſometimes Angry with us, as it has been made 


e Mate aue auler ae 
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tent; he fitteth between the Cherubims, be the 
Z oO, 6 0 
Secondly, We may infer, That if the Anger 
of God is of ſo ſhort Continuance, and is, at 
the ſame time, the Means of our future Happt- | 
neſs, it demands our chiefeſt Acknowledgments | 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. If God is to be 
Thank'd at all, or if Thankſgiving be ever a Duty, | 
tis certainly fo when we receive any ſignal Mer- 
dies and Deliverances. God is undoubtedly to be 
praiſed for his Infinite Wifdom, manifeſted in | 
the ſurpriſing Order and Beauty of the Uni- 
xerſe ; but he is no leſs to be Praiſed for his In- 
inite Goodneſs, in preſerving what he has created; 
ind for diſpoſing Events, that appear to us of no 
Contrivance, to ſome excellent End; and order- | 
ing thoſe Effects, which we too raſhly aſcribe to 
Accident and Chance, to be produced by cer- 
ain and regular Means, though to us un- 
Gratitude is the only Tribute we can offer to 


Cod, for the Bleſſings he has beſtowed upon us: 
We can indeed make him no Recompence, but 
ve can make him an Acknowledgment ; we can't 
render him his due, but we can pay him Tri- 
bute z we can't anſwer the Demands of his 
ſtice, but we may be accepted on the favoura- 
dle Conditions of his Mercy: And how eaſy a. | 
Task is this? the moſt delightful in its Perfor- | 
mance, the moſt ſublime in its Nature, and the | 
moſt acceptable to God. ts wi 


Thirdly, 
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od, then we ought to regulate our Actions, 
upon whom all our Hopes and Dependance are 


Al Things ſubſiſt by him, and Nothing can fab 
dit. without him; if we depend upon him for the 
Continuance of our Beings, as well as for our 
| Future Ha e in ſhort, if by the natural 
Frame and Conſtitution of our Bodies, we are liable 


to the Land where all Things are forgotten; then, 


in 1 100 Being, who gives us all. the Good that 
we do or can enjoy. 


5d which we now commemorate; ought to 
0 reaſur' d up in the Breaſts of all True En, zliſb- 


any upon the Iſſue of this Barbarous and Cruel 


fene and Laws, and every Thing elſe 
t. Was Dear and Valuable. 1 ſhould treſpaſs too 


G onſequences that would have attended their Suc- 
1 cels, Chad they gotten the Victory 5) you are al- 
ready too well acquainted with b ſuch Deſcriptions, 


and 
* un * k | 


1554, It ay 8 F d, That if bnd 
f by: e 1s to * obtained by and through the Favour 


ö and make our Lives conformable to that Being, 


fd. If God is the Sole Fountain of all Good; if 


to be reduced to our Primitive Nothing, and ſent 


J . we ought to live ſo, as to anſwer the 
2 8 our Creation, and preſerve an Intereſt 


There is no People, 3 the 3 were a 
4 Nation, that have received more Bleſ- 
5 s than we of this Ifland : ; and This, among 


en; lince their Lives, Liberties, and 8 de- 


155 rrection, which was contriv'd to overturn the 


Ray upon you, ſhould 1 defcribe, the Treadful 


1 


ind are too ſenfible of the diſmal Effects of Arbi- 
trary Power both in Church and State. What 
Honour our Anceſtors have, by their Loyalty, 
procured to this City, whom Death, in All its 


ee and Hortid Shapes, could not prevail 
pon to ſurrender, will never be forgotten; and 
us the preſent Loya! Body have inherited the | 
| * Semper Fidelis of their Fore-fathers, fo may it 


deſcend to their Poſterity for ever. 


We have received Bleſſings publick and pri- 
8 te, and have wanted nothing but a true Senſe 
6 a valuing them; we have been bleſs'd with 


Food and Raiment, Peace and Plenty, Satisfaction 
ind Content; and in all the various Turns and 
ſevolutions of Governments, we have ſeen the 

Hand of the Lord directing every thing for our 
future Good; we enjoy our Lives without 
davery, and our Fortunes without Oppreſſion; 
de may be Religious without Superſtition, and 
{alous without Madneſs ;, we may worſhip God 
Ithout Idolatry, and have a pious Remembrance 
his Saints without adoring them; we have 
| vholſome Laws and a pure Religion; we have 
to Bias upon our Reaſon, nor Fetters upon our 
(anſcience; and tho' we have ſometimes taſted 


e ner Air: | 2 

* f Arbitrary Power, and been threatned with it 

1 alten, yet the Lord hath not forgotten to be gra- 
il au, but, by ſupernatural Means, caſed us from 
Ca ——— —— 8 — K N ule 

1 The Honourable Motto, which was given this City by Queen 
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Engliſhmen are not accuſtomed 


- 
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it 
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s Whilt we ſee our Neighbours. diſtreſſed, 
and. their Countries waſted, ſome by the Swor; 
8 ſomeby Famine, ſome by the Plague; while Thou: 
1 fend fall beſide us, and Ten Thouſands at our Right 
Hand; yet (as if we were the Favourites of 
8 Heaven, and the only Hopes of. a degenerate 
World) nothing of this is permitted to approach 
our Borders, nor any Plague to come nigh our 
Dwelling. But then we muſt not be too raſh, in 
attributing thoſe Things to Second Cauſes, which 
work according to a certain Determination put 
upon_them ; for they are only Inſtruments in | 
the Hand of God, and are properly. no Cauſcs Wi 
at all: but we muſt attribute chem to the 
All-wiſe Governor of the World, who de. 
fendeth his Servants as with a Shield. = 
But notwithſtanding all theſe Bleſſings, are 
we not {till Uneaſy and Diſcontented? Are 
we not weary of Liberty, and tired with W 
Freedom? Don't we admire Slavery, and court 
Oppreſſion? Some, out of a tender Regard! 
they have to be in Chains; others, purely out 
of a Spirit of Oppoſition. But why ſuch In- 
teſtine Broils in a Proteſtant Country? Why 
have we not rather Peace and Concord amongſt M 
us? And if we call our ſelves Chriſtians, 
Why are we nominal ones only, and not 
| Chriſtians in reality? The Name of Crit, 
or the Church, will be of very little uſe to 


us 


Nr e and follow, 
i. Roles: of the other: And though, ſbme 
| ple” have imade uſe of the latter to vile 
„ae wicked Purpoſes, yet was never / defight 
iss be a Sanctuary for Rogues, nor a- Red 
eber Ttaytors, It will not ſcreen the 
Funkard, nor ſhielter the Debauchee, up- 
tithe) Intemperate, nor encourage the E= 
iar rot en 597 ee 0 1 
renot the Sbt, who in the Intervals ef 
Cups, cries out, I am" for tbe Churob 
e as well: as he can ſpeak, wran e abo 
Marines be is reſolved not to believe'; let 
Nyſuech 41 One be miſtaken for a Man e 
kigion,. ar be thought any other way mers 
L tous, chan by getting Scandal to hinfſel 
A throwing an Odium upon Chriſtianity 
leather let that Man who breaks throug 
Uthe Ties of Honour and Honeſty, the 
lins of God aud his own Conſcience, and 


ed almoſt every. other; Durp-of a Clan 


* 


there is any Meaning in Words) let hot 

a One be called a Church-Man; neithe; 
t him be called an Honeſt Man, ent 
kn. know to be a Knave: But if People 
M raiſe a new Faction and Party to then 
thes, invert the very Nature of Things, "and. 
u a new Intention upon Words, contrary to 
* received Opinion; let them anſwer for the 
Unſequence, ..we-'have no © ſuch: Cuſtom, nor 
* church of Gd. 
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=- „mec, 3 A Mat may Bello a 
' bout! Religion, Whatever Noiſe he may male 
ahbut the Church; he is the 7 1 hruch! 
Man, who obſerves: thoſe gpodi Laws ang 
4 Rules which that Ohurch enjayns; and whidy 

aner founded oni thei Word of God. We lays 
i Tech which our Enemies envy and 30 
mird; and had we Church - Men —4 (I men 


Real Ones, for we have more Nominal Ong 
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than! we deſine) then ſhould wei have | ſone 
'Cauſei to expect a Comtinuance of thoſe Bleſ! 
Ings we have / already receivefl ; andthe Ehs- 
| my ſhall have no Advantage of us4 For thiſ 
that, fioht agataſt cus) ſpall: be! 2&4) Dream of "i 
NE en 5; at Pall even be dt when 4 Hungry 
an, Dreameth,,.and. behold he Eateth, but if 
awaketh, and his. Soul. is empty:s 5 15 aphen's 
5 1 1% Man Dreameth, and behold be Drinkzth, 
tt, bet 5 1 and fa oe 25 is Fri 1 hid 
hat re the: Multitu lh 
the 192 e againſt "Mount Zion. 
In à word, Let us * ſajtably to the Reli 
jon we proſeſs 3 And let not Infidelity and 
Re de the; Badges of Chriſtian, but 
Heathen: Het us Ferr God and Honour thi 
Kg, and put a Stop to thoſe Heats and Anii 
moſities which are unhappily kindled among us 
bat we. 2 have Peace within aur Walls, ant 


Plenteouſne within our Palaces'; That our don 


Tg grow up as the Young 1 155 and that oui 
8 4 may be as the ee) . of a |. 
Ea - oO Tangle 


Fg 


Tmple 3 That our Garners may be full and plen- 
pe with all all manner of Store; That there. 
% Decay, no Leading into Captivity, and 
I Complatmng in our Streets : For happy are 
th People that are in ſuch 4 Caſe , Tea, 
Iſed are the People" who have the Lord for 
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